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meeting of the British Association ; and if their work be well done, 
as I have no doubt it will be, I anticipate as successful a campaign at 
Norwich as that which, under so many disadvantages, our Pre- 
sident achieved for us last year at Dundee. Committee F will in- 
quire into the qualifications of gentlemen proposed as local secre- 
taries ; and will suggest names for appointment in places where as 
yet we are not represented. The remaining committees have distri- 
buted among them the various branches of our science, and their 
duty will be, in each case, to report upon the papers submitted for 
reading in that particular branch ; to endeavour to induce Fellows to 
contribute papers ; and generally to watch over and promote the 
scientific efficiency of the Society in their respective departments. 
These are G — Archaic Anthropology. H — Historical Anthropology. 
I — Descriptive Anthropology. K — Comparative Anthropology. 

The Council authorise me to say on their behalf, that they trust 
every working member of the Society will be willing to assist them, 
by enrolling himself under one or other of these Committees, and 
that thej' thus hope to secure increased usefulness and prosperity to 
the Society's operations. 

Mr. Blyth made some remarks on a very fine specimen of a polished 
celt, dug up at Lower Tooting, which he exhibited to the society ; 
and he also exhibited a curious specimen of a spoon, from Upper 
Martaban, which was passed round for insjJection by the members 
present, who were required to give their opinion of the material of 
which it was made, — whether it was animal, vegetable, or mineral. 
He afterwards explained that it was the beak of a young hombill, 
which had the appearance of a manufactured spoon. 

The President then delivered the following Address. 

The President's Address, 

Gentlemen, — On taking the chair, for the second time, as your 
President, I feel it my duty to address a few words to the Fellows 
of the Society on the present aspect of its affairs ; and also, at the 
same time, to thank you for this fresh expression of your sympathy 
and approval for my past efforts on behalf of the Society. 

I assume the office of your President to-day under somewhat ex- 
ceptional and unusual circumstances. As many of you already know, 
it is by no free choice of my own that I am again called to jireside 
over the affairs of this Society. The unexpected difficulty in finding 
a successor to my friend and predecessor, Captain Burton, induced 
my colleagues in the Council unanimously to call on me to again take 
the office of President. Under the circumstances in which the So- 
ciety was placed, I did not feel justified in refusing to comply with 
their wishes ; although I frankly confess that I should have been better 
pleased had their choice fallen on some other Fellow of our society. 
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As, however, I again find myself your President, and as I was 
not able to attend at the Annual Meeting, I beg now to offer to your 
consideration a few points which appear to me to be, at this time, 
deserving of our most serious attention. 

The history of scientific societies in this country is generally pretty 
nearly as follows. During the first three or four years, the novelty 
of the formation of a new scientific society attracts a large number 
of persons to join it in the hope of getting some "new sensation." 
The novelty, however, soon ceases, and trials begin. The man- 
agers, during the first few years of the flourishing existence of 
such societies, are led to embark in various undertakings on the 
strength of the large number of Fellows on their list. There is, 
however, unfortunately prevalent in our day, a very low state of mo- 
rality amongst those who, from motives of their ow T n, are the foremost 
to join a new scientific society ; and this class of members, I regret 
to say, usually decline to pay their obligation for expenses incurred 
in their behalf. There is also, I understand, a prevailing impression 
abroad that this society is likely to be no exception to what has 
too frequently been a general rule. Some of our friends, I am told, 
have given this impression too much weight ; and some, who have 
never been friendly to us, have made it a ground of attack. 

But while we entertain a merited contempt for the opposition 
which is offered to our Society, either from the public or from semi- 
scientific men, we cannot be too careful to make ourselves thoroughly 
masters of what is our present position. 

I trust that by our united efforts we may ere long be able to declare 
that our financial and scientific position is both consolidated and finally 
and permanently assured. 

Mr. Brabeook (the Director) moved, and Mr. Mackenzie seconded, 
a vote of thanks to the President for his Address ; which was carried 
unanimously. 

The President, in acknowledging the compliment, expressed his 
desire to discharge the duties of the office, to which he had been re- 
elected, to the best of his ability, and in such a manner as to give 
satisfaction to the Society. 

Sir Duncan Gibb, Bart., M.D., then read the following paper, which 
was illustrated by several diagrams representing the organs of the 
throat on an enlarged scale. 
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